ALESP S3 - Natural Gas-Fired Central Heating Plant	



�	Natural gas is an excellent, clean-burning fuel for central heating plants.  The illustration show a typical configuration for a two-drum Stirling boiler at a central heating plant.  The fuel is mixed with air in the burners and introduced into a water-cooled furnace for combustion.  Burners are generally designed to burn fuel oil as well as natural gas.  Hot combustion gases pass through the convection bank of water tubes.  An induced draft fan pulls the gases through an economizer, in which the feedwater is heated.  The gases then exit out the stack.  Steam is generated by radiant heat from the furnace and convective heat in the convection bank.  The steam is separated in the steam drum and exits the plant at a medium temperature and pressure (e.g., 390 oF and 200 psig) to be used for heating and industrial purposes.



	Definitive designs for oil-fired central heating plants are provided in NAVFAC P-272 , part 2.



	In designing a central heating plant to meet a new energy demand, the procedures provided in NAVFAC DM-3, chapter 8 should be followed.  The procedure provided in this option covers replacement of an existing central heating plant with a new plant based on cost savings.



BENEFITS/DETRIMENTS



	This boiler design has been perfected over a period of 100 years and is, therefore, reliable and predictable.  Natural gas is a clean-burning fuel with few, if any, air pollution control requirements.  The primary detriments to this system are the high cost of natural gas and the occasional disruptions in supply.  The cost of natural gas promises to escalate rapidly due to the phase deregulation of the fuel.



�FEASIBILITY REQUIREMENTS



�



SURVEY DATA NEEDS



Annual energy output of existing plant



Annual fuel usage of existing plant



Efficiency of existing plant

Maximum recorded steam demand



Minimum recorded steam demand



Essential load



Ultimate load



PROCEDURE



1.	Calculate annual energy output of existing plant, based on steam logs or fuel usage.  If fuel record are use:



	Annual energy output (MBtu/yr) = Annual fuel usage (MBtu/yr) x Existing plant efficiency (0.75 to 0.80)



2.	Evaluate fluctuations in steam load based on logs or fuel usage over two or more years.  Determine:



Maximum recorded demand (lb/hr)

Minimum recorded demand (lb/hr)

Essential load (lb/hr)

Ultimate load (lb/hr)



	The essential load is the minim steam load to meet all necessary heating/process requirements at the activity after cutbacks have been instituted.  Determination of this load may be based on steam logs or specific load calculations (see DM-3).  The ultimate load is the estimated demand for steam in future years.  Either the new plant should be sized for this load or provisions should be made for future expansion.



3.	Rated capacity of new plant (lb/hr) = [Maximum observed steam demand (lb/hr) -or- Ultimate load (lb/hr)] x Safety factor (1.0 to 1.5)



4.	Provide more than one boiler in the plant.  For a plant with three boilers of equal size, both of these conditions must be met for each boiler:



Boiler rated capacity (lb/hr) = Plant rated capacity (lb/hr) x 1/3



Boiler rated capacity (lb/hr) ( Essential steam load (lb/hr) x 1/2



5.	Minimum boiler operating capacity (lb/hr) ( Minimum recorded demand (lb/hr) x Safety factor (1.0 to 0.7)



6.	Annual energy input to new system (MBtu/yr) = 	Annual energy output (MBtu/yr) from Step 1

	New system efficiency (0.80 to 0.85)



GENERAL INFORMATION



Boiler sizes available: 200 to 150,000 lb/hr

Startup cost:  $10 to $15 per lb/hr steam

Replacement cost:  Same as startup cost

Equipment life:  25 years

Skill level of personnel required:  For central heating plant, skilled boiler plant operator and maintenance personnel



Level of development:



Basic research underway���Prototype being tested���Operational test and evaluation underway���Approved for service���Available on market�(��

NATIONAL ENERGY SAVINGS (NES) (in Btu/yr)



� EMBED Equation  ���



ECONOMIC ANALYSIS EQUATION



� EMBED Equation.2  ���



SAMPLE CALCULATION



Assumptions���Existing system is an oil-fired heating plant���Annual fuel usage of existing plant�9.83 x 1011 Btu��Efficiency of existing plant�75%��Maximum recorded steam demand�125,000 lb/hr��Minimum recorded demand�20,000 lb/hr��Essential steam load�85,000 lb/hr��Ultimate steam load�135,000 lb/hr��Startup cost�$2.03 M��O&Mexist�$0.375 M/yr��O&Mnew�$0.370 M/yr��Change in O&M�$0.005 M/yr increase��Fuel saved�No. 6 fuel oil��Energy cost�$4.14/MBtu (oil), $6.00/MBtu (gas)��Escalation rate�8% oil, 8% gas��Annual discount rate (R)�10%��

Calculation follow from the procedure section:



Annual energy output = Annual fuel usage x Existing system efficiency



	= (9.83 x 1011 Btu/yr) x (0.75)



	= 7.37 x 1011 Btu/yr



Rated capacity = Ultimate load x Safety factor of new plant



	= (135,000 lb/hr) x (1.1)



	= 148,500 lb/hr*



* Round off to 150,000 lb/hr



Boiler rated capacity = Plant rated capacity x 1/3

	= (150,000 lb/hr) x 1/3



	= 50,000 lb/hr



Boiler rated capacity ( Essential steam load x 1/2

50,000 lb/hr ( (85,000 lb/hr) x 1/2



	( 42,400 lb/hr



Minimum boiler operating capacity ( Minimum recorded demand x Safety factor



	( (20,000 lb/hr) x (0.9)



	( 18,000 lb/hr



	A burner turndown ratio of 3:1 will accommodate the minimum operating capacity.



Annual energy input to new system (MBtu/yr) = 



	Annual energy output (MBtu/yr) from Step 1

	New system efficiency (0.80 to 0.85)



	= 7.37 x 1011 Btu/yr

	0.8



	= 9.21 x 1011 Btu/yr



Annual energy input to new system = 9.21 x 1011 Btu/yr



FUEL SAVINGS (MBtu/yr) =



	9.83 x 105 MBtu/yr - 9.21 x 105 MBtu/yr



	= 6.20 x 104 MBtu/yr



NES (MBtu/yr)=

	= 6.20 x 104 MBtu/yr



FUEL COST SAVINGS ($ / yr) = 

	((9.83 x 105 MBtu/yr x $4.14/MBtu) - (9.21 x 105 MBtu/yr x $6.00/MBtu)) = -$1.46 /yr



SIR =



� EMBED Equation  ���

��
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